Provider Spotlight: Little Scholars Child Care
Center
Updated Professional
Development Calendar
Coming in June
Plan now to Accomplish
Goals
In mid-June the complete training
calendar will be posted for the
remainder of 2019 and the first
half of 2020.
Be sure to check out what's new
such as:

"Trust and Believe" - Staff's Formula for Success
In each of the six classrooms at Little Scholars Center in
Newark, Del., teachers are engaged and caring. The language
and interactions between the staff and children are warm,
positive, and encouraging. There clearly is a team mindset
with everyone focused on the same mission - what's best for
the children.
"Our staff is excellent," said Karen Rice, center administrator.
"We are all here for the kids. And we trust and believe in one
another."
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 More Science content,
specifically for Kent and Sussex
providers
 New Professional Development
for infant/toddler providers
 New Family Engagement
Trainings
We encourage you to review the
calendar and develop a
professional development plan. A
plan will help keep you
accountable to your goals.
This month's Coach's Corner
included here provides some
useful tips on how to plan for your
professional development.

Technical Assistant Valerie Renshaw attests to the power of
this approach. "Karen has created a real team with her staff.
When a leader works with her staff, day in and day out, they
return the loyalty. As a result, the staff is strong in the
classroom, have solid relationships with their families and
most importantly, strong bonds with their children."
The Little Scholars staff also "trusts and believes" in
continuous quality improvement.
"We look to Delaware Stars to help us strive to improve
quality everyday," said Jackie Wertman, Little Scholars
teacher. "We don't hesitate to reach out to our TA to discuss
changes and challenges. We talk through any questions and
issues to support each other."
Valerie couldn't agree more. "All the staff celebrates their
achievements together, and when they miss the mark (and
we have), they work together to do better next time."

New Forms Available for
Quality Assured
Curriculum Approval

Infant/Toddler Specialty Technical
Assistance Available

To make our Quality Assured

A Provider's Perspectives

approval process more efficient,
we've both streamlined and
updated the curriculum approval
forms available at
https://dieecpd.org/approvalprocess-paperwork
Please note there is no longer a
fee to submit a curriculum
application for review.

Did you know that Delaware Stars provides Infant/Toddler
Technical Assistance? These specialty TAs can work directly
with you to help you address the challenges that come with
supporting the unique needs of infants and toddlers.
Watch this brief video to hear firsthand from Ministry of
Caring Child Care Center about the supports available to you.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAK91lsCCz0&feature=
youtu.be

Early Childhood and
Toxic Stress Leadership
Seminar
New Price $10
Friday, June 21st
9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
501 S. College Avenue
Newark, DE
Don't miss out on this
opportunity to learn about the
impact of trauma and toxic stress

Benefits of Working with the
Infant Toddler Specialty TA
Please note that the Infant/Toddler TA can work with you in
addition to your Generalist TA - they coordinate their efforts.
This flyer is attached to the end of this publication and
includes more details.
Want to learn more?

on the brain of a developing child
from the leading experts.

Contact Molly Van Sickle (mvan@udel.edu) or Melissa Irwin
(melissab@udel.edu).

The “Early Childhood and Toxic
Stress: Leadership Seminar flyer
is at the end of this publication.
By attending, you will get 4
quality assured hours. Please
note the training is considered
advanced.

Stars Resources
Curriculum & Assessment (C&A)
Technical Assistants
Stars has a team of C&A Technical Assistants who are
available to support you in all aspects of curriculum and
assessment.

Register by going to
https://dieecpd.org/registry/cale

More details are included on “The Role of the Curriculum

ndar

& Assessment (C&A) Specialty Technical Assistant at the
end of this publication
Contact Jen Potts at 302-463-8128 or at

Ages and Stages
Developmental
Screening
Support Available
Having a problem with
administering the Ages and
Stages Developmental Screening?

jpotts@udel.edu
Delaware Approved Comprehensive Curricula List

Contact Jamie Walko or call 302593-6383 who can assist you in
any way!
This includes:


help setting up your online
system;



reviewing screenings;



making referrals,



and any other problems you
may encounter!

Keep in mind that the verification
of the Delaware Stars essential
standard for developmental
screenings using ASQ requires
both ASQ-3 and ASQ:SE2. They
are entered into the online
system.

Children's Book Week - Thank You for
Participating!
A Photo Summary
Children's Book Week turned out to be a great success with
more than 120 programs participating and 43 volunteers.
Guest readers included representatives from state leadership
to University of Delaware's faculty and staff.
Take a look at the slideshow. See any familiar faces?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIVwtkNqWs&feature=youtu.be

Summer Hours
Please note that Professional
Development is currently on a
summer hours schedule.
The schedule is:
Monday - Thursday 8-4:30 p.m.
Friday - 8 - 12:30 p.m.
2019 DIEEC Children's Book Week Celebration

Don't hesitate to call if you have
any questions.

Reminder – Capacity Grant Deadline
Information

Contact us at 302-831-3239 or
by email Institute-Early-

The next deadline for programs applying for the Capacity

Childhood@udel.edu.

Grant through Children & Families First (CFF) is noon on
Friday, June 14, 2019. Decisions for the June round will be

Be sure to leave as many details
as possible so we can be
responsive to your needs. Please
allow us two business days to
respond to your inquiry.

made in early July.
The final round for the Capacity grant for this contract year is
noon on Friday, August 2, 2019. Award amounts during the
August round will depend on available funds remaining to
distribute.

Keep up with our Quality Assured

Providers can find the application, along with detailed

training sessions by following us

eligibility requirements and the grant guidelines at:

on Facebook.

www.cffde.org. Questions can be directed to Andrea
Prettyman andrea.prettyman@cffde.org or by calling 302233-6475.

Summer Activities
June and July Activities
With the "official" school year winding down, most likely your
children's schedules will be changing too. Take advantage of
these free activities to accommodate the unpredictability of
the summer months. Please note more activities have been

added to the June calendar.
The June and July Calendars are at the end of this publication

EARLY CHILDHOOD
AND TOXIC STRESS:
LEADERSHIP
SEMINAR
JUNE/21/2019
9:00a.m.-2:30p.m.
501 S. College Ave.
Training Room
Newark, Del.

*this seminar is advanced level
Participants will receive
4 Quality Assured Hours

Explore the impact of trauma and toxic stress on the
developing brain with the help of "The Brain
Architecture Game." Observe how early adversity
impacts the achievement of developmental
milestones and ultimately learning potential.
After a lunch break (on your own), there will be a
Q&A panel with experts in the field of early
childhood and mental health. The seminar will end
with networking and refreshments.

TO REGISTER

Q & A Panel

302-831-3239
www.dieecpd.org

Connect with the DIEEC community

Teri Lawler:
Education Associate,
Trauma-Informed Practices
and Social and Emotional
Learning, Of ice of
Innovation and
Improvement, Delaware
Department of Education.

Dr. Rena Hallam:
Associate Professor at
the University of
Delaware and Associate
Director of Delaware
Institute for Excellence in
Early Childhood.

Abigail Janne:
Psy.D., Lead Consultant
Early Childhood Mental
Health Consultation.

The Infant & Toddler Specialty
Technical Assistant (TA) Role
What is the role of an Infant & Toddler Specialty TA?
We know that the quality of care in a child's first few years of life has a major impact on developmental
outcomes. Delaware Stars offers Infant & Toddler Specialty Technical Assistance to work directly with early
childhood professionals to improve practice. Our specialty TAs have specific knowledge and skill sets to
improve the quality of care for infants and toddlers in group settings.
Delaware Stars Infant & Toddler TAs are available to work with you in a variety of situations all while
coordinating their efforts with your Generalist TA.
Contact us if any of these situations apply to you!

Administrators/Owners
Are you getting ready to open a new classroom or are you adding a new age group?
Is your program getting ready to apply for the "Capacity" grant?
Do you need help supporting the unique needs of your infant and toddler teachers?

Staff
Do you need new strategies to support challenging behaviors?
Are you challenged in teaching children how to productively use materials?
Are your routine care practices aligned with state regulations?
Are transitions the least favorite part of your day?

Ways we support
your program
Our Technical Assistance is customized
to meet individual program needs.
Onsite coaching to support effective
practices for infants and toddlers.
Professional Development on infant and
toddler care.
Providing resources to connect
programs with partner agencies and
supports.
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The Role of the Curriculum & Assessment
(C&A) Specialty Technical Assistant

What is the role of a C&A Specialty TA?
We know that the quality of care in a child's first few years of life has a major impact on developmental
outcomes. Delaware Stars offers C&A specialty technical assistance to work with both centers and family
early care and education professionals to improve practice. Our C&A TAs have specific knowledge and
skill sets to help you use curriculum and assessments in an intentional way.
Delaware Stars C&A Technical Assistants are available to work with you in a variety of situations all while
coordinating their efforts with your Generalist TA.
Contact us if any of these situations apply to you!

Would you like support in getting the most out of your curriculum?
Would you like your lesson plans and schedules to be consistent with your curriculum?
Do you need help implementing your curriculum?
Do you want to use assessments in more meaningful way?
Would you like to simplify your observation process?
Would like to learn how curriculum and assessment work together?

Ways we can support your program
Curriculum/Assessment Selection
- Discuss and help you think through your program's curriculum
and assessment needs
- Present an overview of approved curriculum/assessment tools
- Provide samples for you to review

Curriculum Consultation
- Support administrators to work with teachers to fully
understand the curriculum
- Align curriculum so it fits with daily schedules
- Help develop lesson plans that connect with the curriculum
- Observe staff implementation and set goals based on teacher
needs
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-

Support administrators to orient staff
Help build observation systems
Develop strategies to include the assessment cycle
Use assessment data to plan

April 2019

Partnership Roles
Program Staff/Provider
Role
Work in collaboration with TAs to develop a detailed action plan that integrates goals, strengths,
needs and resources, and Delaware Stars standards.
Utilize appropriate resources as discussed with TA.
Take the lead on implementation of the action plan.

Infant-Toddler TA Role
Support program to identify and clarify needs using a variety of data.
Work in collaboration with program staff to develop a detailed action plan tailored to each
classroom.

Observation/Feedback

Mentoring

Modeling
Direct
Resource
Sharing Instruction
Coaching

The goal of Delaware Stars is to invest in participating programs to increase access to high quality care
for all of Delaware’s children, especially those from low-income families.
December 2018

June kicks off the Summer Library Challenge, “A Universe of Stories. Click on
the link to learn more information and to register.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

1 Summer Reading Club
Kick-off FishCastle Concert
(families, all ages), Claymont Library
5th Annual Empowered
Parent Conference, Stubbs
Elm School

2

3 Sensory Story Times, Ap-

4 Caterpillar Story Time, 5 Sign, Sing and Play, Appoquin- 6 Read and Make Adventure 7 Book Babies, Claymont Li- 8 Community Day, Crest-

poquinimink Library

Georgetown Library

imink Library

Trail, Dover Library

brary

Rhythm, Rhyme & Story
Time, Wilmington
(every Tuesday)

Infant and Toddler Story Time,
Lewes Library

PreSchool Pals, Rehoboth Bch
Library (every Thursday)

Dream It, Read It, Be It, Summer
Library Reading Program Kick off
performance. @ Delmar Public
Library and NCC Library.

Brandywine Garden Club for Kids

9
16

10
17

11 Father’s Day Card

12 Daddy and Me Story Time, 13 Jitterbugs Children’s Nook, 14

Make and Take, Route 9
Library (ages 5-12)

Route 9 Library

18 Summer Stories &

19 Kids Yoga, Dover Library 20

15

Elsmere Library

21

Songs, Brandywine Hundred
Library

22 Saturday Story Time,
Claymont Library

Family Story Time, Dover Library

Book Babies, Brandywine
Hundred Library

Bubble Festival at the DCM
Summer Kick off $5, Wilmington

Father’s Day Party, Elsmere
Library

23

moor Swim Club

Community Baby Shower,
Christiana Care Health
Finally Summer Celebration,
Route 9

Summer Solstice Labyrinth Walk,
Delaware Art Museum

24 Book Babies, Appoquin- 25 Family Literacy Story 26

27 Jitterbugs Children’s Book, 28 Jitterbugs Story Time,

29 Wilmington Pirate

imink Library

Elsmere Library

Festival, Family Friendly
Event

Time, Route 9

Claymont Library

Old Fashioned Ice Cream
Festival, Rockwood Park

30

Be sure to share with your families: 1,000 Books before Kindergarten literacy
program *check out their resources and articles

